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Encyclical from the General Chapter
Letter of the Master of the Order: Milan, 1255.

fr. Humbert of Romans, OP

Abridged extracts from the Encyclical Letter III of Blessed Humbert, fifth Master of the Order of Preachers.  The original will be found in full in Joachim J. Berthier, (ed.), B. Humberti de Romanis Opera de Vita Regulari, II., pp. 492-494.  
Woe to us if we wander from the footsteps of the apostles.  '

I make known to your charity that, among the numerous desires raised up in my heart by the charge that I have received, there is one that is of special urgency:  it is that by the ministry of our Order schismatic Christians may be called back to the unity of the Church and that the name of our Lord Jesus may be carried to the Jews, the Saracens, the pagans, the barbarians and all the nations, so that we may be witnesses of Christ and the cause of salvation for all even to the ends of the earth.

But there are two obstacles that would hinder this.

The first is a failure to know foreign languages.  Hardly any brother agrees to give himself to their study, and many prefer to probe into all sorts of curiosities rather than learn something of real use.

The second is love of one's homeland.  The sweetness of this love has embraced many whose nature has not yet been transformed by grace, to the extent that they do not wish to leave their country or their family nor to forget their nation.  Instead, they want to live and die in the midst of their relatives and friends, and they are not at all concerned that among the unbaptised the Saviour cannot been found even by his own mother.

Wake up, brothers called by God, and see whether there are examples from the Apostles of such a thing.  Were they not all Galileans?  And who of them stayed in Galilee?  Did not one go off to India, another to Ethiopia, others to Asia and Achaia?  And did not all of them, scattered about in distant lands, produce the fruit that we still see in our world?  What if someone says, 'These are great things, but we are too weak to be able to imitate them?' Woe to us, if we want to be preachers and do not follow in the footsteps of such preachers!  Furthermore, did our earliest brethren speak in those terms, the men whom our holy father the blessed Dominic sent throughout the world, novices as well as others?  Let not such a base thought dwell in our hearts, we who are chosen by God!  But, attentive to the call of our profession and to the glorious reward of a prompt obedience, let us lay ourselves open to whatever assists the salvation of souls and the spread of the glory of the Saviour!

If a brother, under the inspiration of God's grace and according to the will of his superior, finds his heart ready to learn Arabic, Hebrew, Greek or any other language from which some good may result in apostolic labour at an opportune moment;  or if a brother finds himself disposed to leave the boundaries of his own country to enter the Province of the Holy Land or that of Greece, or one of the others that border on the lands of the infidel, and which need brothers who would be ready to endure a great deal for the Order, for the faith, for the salvation of souls and for the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, I beg and exhort him not to fail to write to me and tell me what he thinks about this.

I confide each one of you to the kindness of the Saviour and his most glorious Mother, our advocate, whose protection has most certainly helped our Order particularly in these days and been of great use to it.

Given at Milan, at the General Chapter in the year 1255.

